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Building in bushfire prone areas

With appropriate design considerations, you can create a safe and desirable
timber home in bushfire prone areas using sustainably sourced renewable timber
products both inside and out. The focus of building out bushfires is keeping away
embers and protecting against radiant heat and flame contact.

Building with timber in bushfire prone areas

In bushfire prone areas, all new buildings
must be constructed to the current
Australian Standard AS3959:2018
(Amendment 1) Construction of building in
bushfire prone areas. AS3959 defines six
bushfire attack levels (BALs) ranging from
low to extreme risks (BAL - LOW, 12.5, 19,
29, 40, FZ) and provides construction
requirements for each of these levels. The
BALs consider factors including the fire
danger index, the slope of the land, the
type of surrounding vegetation and its
proximity to the building.

AS3959 provides detailed requirements
for construction in the different BALs
for all elements of a home including:

* Roofs

» External walls

* Flooring systems including supports
» External glazed windows and doors
» Verandas, decks, steps and landings

It should be clear that the Standard does not
limit the use of timber-framed construction
for homes built in bushfire prone areas, when
constructed (as with all buildings materials)
in accordance with AS3959.

AS3959:

* Makes no demands on structural
framing materials

* Allows the use of suspended timber
floor construction

* Includes options for weatherboard and
other lightweight external cladding materials

* Permits the use of tested systems
using timber

Wherever you are building, you can safely
use cost effective and sustainable timber
framing.
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